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History of Inlay Work 


In the Punjab region, wood inlay work took off approximately 200-250 years. Initially the artists started doing inlay 
work on Indian musical instruments such as Piano keys, Veena, Swarmandal, Taanpoora and Sitar but with the passage 
of time, the artists started manufacturing furniture items such as inlaid tables, chairs, wooden almirahas, jewellery 
boxes, chest boxes, trays and other items of daily use and decorated them with ivory. At that time, use of high qual- 
ity Sasoo (shisham) wood, Rose wood, Teak (saagwan) wood, Abnoy and other harden wood was prevalent on which 
the inlay work with ivory was in fashion. However, on account of its growing popularity in India and abroad, its export 
came into existence in Hoshiarpur in the year 1950, and a few businessmen established their export houses. 


Wooden products of Hoshiarpur due to its unique craftsmanship occupied a considerable place in various news items, 
magazines and other circular papers. But rapidly growing scarcity of ivory, ban on use and sale of ivory in any form 
was imposed by the Government of India in the year 1975 as such use of ivory was replaced with gold inlay work, silver 
inlay work, aluminium, brass, camel bone, sankh, pearl and best quality of acrylic plastic. By the end of decade 1980-90, 
approximately 1700 families adopted this work as their profession and started increased earning and livelihood out 

of it and gradually they became skilful artists in inlay work. Owing to exploitation of the working class by the reputed 
business houses and less availability of raw material, most of the families engaged in this profession have separated 
themselves and their successors switched over to other profession. However, under the government patronage and 
efforts of its functionaries, this profession is still alive though at the lingering stage. 


Now-a-days, a few people learn this unique art just for their loving nature or as a part of their study project. If no 
concrete efforts are made for the growth of this art, its future seems to be dark in the prevalent scenario and circum- 
stances though there is fervent demand of these antique products which is growing day by day. It is a matter of great 
proud that the creation of Artists Atta Singh finds a gracious place in the UK museum. Appreciating the uniqueness 
of this art, our Honourable Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi presented a chest decorated with the designs created 
with inlay work on a Shisham wood to the Honourable President of USA Shri Donald Trump. It has injected a great 
sense of enthusiasm and courage amongst the artisan class of Hoshiarpur City. 
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Kamaljit with his stall at India Craft Week 2021. Rupan Matharu with his sia winning art. 
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Shri Rupan Matharu 


Shri Rupan Matharu son of late Shri Rajan Matharu residence of Hoshiarpur hails from a family of reputed artisan and 
art critics of Hoshiarpur. Shri Rupan Matharu is the fifth generation in the family maintaining inlay craft and is lumi- 
nary among today’s inlay work artisans. He has a distinction of being honoured with State Award in the year 1989 by 
the Government of Punjab, National Merit Certificate from Development Commissioner (Handicraft) Government of 
India, New Delhi in the year 1994. National Award 1997 was presented by Bharat Ratan Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee. Shilp 
Guru Award 2016 was presented by Textile Minister Shrimati Smriti Zubin Irani and Raman Singh Chief minister of 
Chhattisghar. 


Shri Rupan Matharu has trained more than 180 artisans in the field of wood inlay craft under “Guru Shishya Parampara 
Scheme” (Ministry of Textiles, Government of India) and National Centre of Design and Product Development (Ministry 
of Textiles, Government of India), Indian National Trust for Art and Cultural Heritage Community (Ministry of Culture 
Government of India). He is also creating awareness among school and college students about the rich and traditional 
craft of wood inlay of district Hoshiarpur (Punjab). Shri Rupan is working for setting up a museum at his work place 

to preserve his master pieces and to create awareness among the general masses about the rich culture heritage of 
Punjab. 


Shri Rupan has the distinction of involving new motifs, designs in the craft and mechanised the craft of keep pace with 
the changing time. The Hoshiarpur Handicraft Cluster established by Shri Rupan Matharu in the year 2010 in which 
around 160 wood inlay artisans of district Hoshiarpur are involved. Some of the artists out of them are State Awardee 
and some are National Awardees. The artisans has also participated in many national level as well as international level 
exhibition/ seminar / live demonstration programs till date. Keeping in view the achievement and his contribution for 
the upliftment of wood inlay work, he has been recognised by many organisations and institutions. 


His son Shri Kamaljit Matharu, carrying his family’s legacy in wood inlay art. He has also won several National awards. 
Shri Kamaljit conducted training sessions, participated in national as well as international exhibitions and delivered 
live demonstrations at many places. 
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Products created in Design and Technical Development Workshop, Hoshiarpur. 
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Kamaljit Kaur. Kamaljit with his stall at India Craft Week 2021. 
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Design and Technology Development Workshop. Master Craftsman Mr. Rupan Matharu receiving Nation- 
al Award, 2016. 


Masters Creation Started Since 1945. Mr. Kamaljit interacting with Customers at Sao Paulo, 
Brazil 2013. 
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Master Craftsman Mr. Rupan Matharu receiving Nation- Mr. Rupan Mathur receiving National Award from Prime 
al Award, 2016. Minister Shri. Atal Bihari Vajpayee in 1997. 


D’source 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - 


Design Resource 
Plastic Inlay on Wood - 
Punjab 


Stunning Handcraft of Hoshiarpur 

by 

Shri. Rupan Matharu and Sanmati Hosure 
IDC, IIT Bombay 


Source: 
https://dsource.in/resource/plastic-inlay-wood- 
punjab/tools-and-raw-materials 


1. History of Inlay Work 

2. Shri Rupan Matharu 

3. Tools and Raw Materials 
4. Making Process 

5. Products 

6. Awards and Recognitions 
7. Video 

8. Contact Details 


10 


Tools and Raw Materials 


Tools and raw materials that are used for Plastic Inlay on wood are: 


¢ Sheesham Wood: It is used mostly due to its properties like closed pack grains, has natural oil, is heavy, moder- 
ately coarse and has uniform texture. 


* Chisels: Chisels of different shape are used to engrave the wooden block. 
¢ Hex Saw: It is used for cutting the wood. 
¢ Hand or Bow Drill: It is used for drilling purpose to make holes into required places. 


¢ Hathodi (Hammer): Hammer is used to carve out the design on the wood by gently beating on the chisel. It is 
used for inlaying the plastic or metal wire into the wood. These hammers are mostly square and circular headed. 


¢ Scrapper. It is used to plain/smoothen the surface of the wood in manufacturing and finishing. 


¢ Fevicol: A mixture of Fevicol and wooden powder dust is mixed and used as putty to fill the gaps. 


* Wooden Powder Dust: It is mixed with Fevicol and the paste is applied to fill the gaps between inlay and wood. 
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Plastic Flower being used for Inlay Work. 


Plastic Flower used for Inlay Work 
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Making Process 


Accurate and right selection of wood from Sasso tree (Sheesham wood) Teak wood , Rose wood, Serean Resin, Abnoy 
and Babool is the foremost requirement for inlay work. Traditional Inlay work in Hoshiarpur (Punjab) is being carried 
out on Sasso wood (Sheesham wood) having an age of atleast 50-60 years old with a circular shaped diameter of 7ft to 
10ft. 


Selected piece of stem of Sheesham wood is seasoned keeping it dipped in a water for five to six months which is a 
natural process of wood seasoning. In this process, the outer layer and raw wood layer of the twig become extremely 
soft and these layers are separated from the hard inner layers of main piece of wood. Residual piece of wood is kept 
for drying in natural way for approximately six months. Subsequently the size of the seasoned piece of wood is pre- 
pared as per specifications of the product with the help of an electric wood cutting machine. From this log of wood, 
round as well as flat pieces of wood are further cut and left for drying in the atmosphere for six months more so that 
the moisture contents available in the wood is dried completely. In this way the piece of wood is finally ready for en- 
graving and inlay work. 


Then the material to be used for inlay work is chosen. In the earlier period, for inlay work ivory material was popular 
for decorating and designing the selected piece of wood but due to prohibition and imposition of ban on ivory in the 
year 1975, various other substitute materials such as camel bone, shallow shell, oyster shell, gold, copper, aluminium, 
marble and acrylic plastic sheet, etc. are being used for inlay work. 


As inlay is the practice of incising a design onto a hard usually flat surface by cutting grooves into it, so we rely on hand 
drawing skills, images and common design elements while creating the elegant design of the proposed artwork. Just 
before commencing inlay creations, the work to be carved out is lightly scribed and engraved on the surface with the 
help of patterns, pharmas (stencils) using few specialized tools like chisels and hammer due to hardness and tempera- 
ture requirement. By drawing outlines with the chisels, required portion is carved for inlay filling. Afterwards 8-10 mo- 
tifs of acrylic plastic in different sizes and designs are made with the help of hand tools like files and thin saw and inlay 
work on the wood is done according to the size and shape of the wood. The engraved surface is filled with the best 
quality acrylic plastic and wooden sand with the help of glue and pasting material. This step is the most crucial tech- 
nique to create a seamless and flawless appearance of the creations on the piece of wood. Adequate time is allowed 
to the glue and pasting material for its setting before removing it so that the joints may cure to its full strength. After 
filling the wood powder, it is allowed to be dry and the extra deposits of wood sand and other material is wiped away 
by applying sharp edged blade carefully and the product is allowed to dry before waxing and sealing. Then application 
of variety of spray lacquers and finishing techniques are applied to seal and protect the work from exposure to atmos- 
pheric elements and time and then buffing is done with a piece of cotton cloth. Resultantly a fine and antique piece of 
handmade art work is made ready. 
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The traditional inlay woodwork requires a lot of perfection, practice and fine manual labour. The process of mak- 
ing inlay woodworks is a carefully intricate one. Though this art had undergone changes and challenges, the sur- 
vival of this art owes credit to the persistence and originality of the artisans of the region. A colourful handicrafts 
bring out the colourful and vibrant spirit of the state of Punjab. The handicrafts of this vibrant state is acclaimed 
world over. An appealing woodwork is created by a combination of skill and sincere workmanship. 


Inlay is a technique of inserting pieces of contrasting colors into the hollow spaces to create a design. It involves 
engraving foliage patterns, and simple everyday designs are inlaid with either acrylic, plastic, bronze or camel 
bone. Various products such as inlaid table and chair sets, chest boxes, corners, chess boards, jewelry boxes, 
trays, elephants and several other items of everyday use are easily spotted in Hoshiarpur. 


Apart from traditional products, small utility items like tray, pen stand, jewellery box, photograph frame, flower 
base, charkha, agarbati stand, etc. are created to meet the market demand. Very few artisans are practicing this 
craft in Hoshiarpur district but scarcity of Sheesham wood and declining figure of handicraft wood inlay artisans 
have posed a real threat to this beautiful traditional craft. 
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Chakala Belan Set. Chess Board. 


Chess Box. Chopping Board with Knife. 
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Cute Pen Holder. 


Decorative Wall Hanging. 
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Open Jewellery Box. 
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Awards and Recognitions 


Name: Shri Rupan Matharu 

Father’s Name: Late Shri Rajan Matharu 

Craft: Handicraft artisan of wood inlay craft 
Experience: 35 years 

Awards 

¢ Shilp Guru Award presented in the year 2016. 
¢ State Award presented in the year 1989. 

¢ National Merit Certificate 1994. 


* National Award presented by the then Prime Minister Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee in the year 1997. 


* Kala Nidhi Award conferred by Haryana Tourism and awarded by the Governor of Haryana in the year 2008. 


National Level Exhibitions / Demonstrations 

¢ Shilparamam Crafts Village Gram, 2000 at Hyderabad. 

¢ Delhi Fair 2003, at Lalit Kala Academy, New Delhi. 

* Connaught Place, 2005 at Rajiv Gandhi Udyog Bhawan, New Delhi. 
¢ International Trade Fair, 2006 at Pragrati Maidan, New Delhi. 

* Jawahar Kala Kiynder 2008, at Jaipur. 

¢ Surajkund Craft Mela, 2008, 2013, 2015 at Faridabad Hariyana. 


e Master Creations 2010, 2013 at Dilli Haat, New Delhi. 
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International Level Exhibitions / Demonstrations 


¢ Participated in Expo-2000 in Santiago, Chile organized by Indian Trade Promotion Organization. 


* Participated in the House and Gift fair -2010 Sao Paulo, Brazil organized by DC (Handicrafts) in collaboration 
with Export Promotion Council for Handicrafts. 


+ Participated in the New York International Gift Show-2011 in New York, USA Organized DC (Handicrafts) in col- 
laboration with Export Promotion Council for Handicrafts. 


Participation in Workshops 


+ Participated as craftsman six months Design Workshop for 50 artisans’ w.e.f.25-06-2013 to 22-01-2014. Spon- 
sored by National Center for Design and Product Development (set-up by Ministry of Textiles, Government of 
India). 


* Participated as craftsman in the Design and Technical Development Workshop in Wood Inlay Craft at Common 
Facility Centre, village Boothgarh, Hoshiarpur from 18.02.2013 to 04.03.2013 organised by Regional Design and 
Technical Development Centre, New Delhi. 


¢ Certificate of participation as master craftsman in the Design and Technical Workshop in Wood Inlay Craft from 
29.03.2017 to 28.04.2017 organised by National Center for Design and Product Development, New Delhi. 


* Certificate of participation as master craftsman in the Design workshop in Wood Inlay Craft at Ram Colony 
Camp, Hoshiarpur from 18.08.2017 to 31.08.2017 organised by Indian National Trust for Art and Cultural Heritage, 
New Delhi. 


* Certificate of participation as master craftsman in the Design workshop in Wood Inlay Craft from24.04.2018 
to 28.04.2018 organised by National Institute of Fashion Technology, Ministry of Textiles, Government of India, 
Chheb, Kangra. 


* Certificate of participation as expert in plastic inlay in wood craft in programme “Meri Kala Mera Kasab” at 
Doordarshan Kendra, Jalandhar on 17.12.2009. 


¢ Certificate of interview in Sanati Dunia Programme at All India Radio, Jalandhar on 31.10.2017. 
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Awareness Seminars in Collages and Institutes 


* Northern India Institute of Fashion Technology Government of Punjab, Mohali. 
* Pearl Academy Collage of Art, Design and Fashion from Noida. 


* National Institute of Fashion Technology, Ministry of Textiles, Government of India, Chheb, Kangra Depute stu- 
dents to learn the skill in the craft. 


+ Lovely Professional University, Jalandhar-Delhi G. T. Road, Phagwara, Punjab. 


Training Imparted 


¢ Under Guru Shishya Parampara sponsored by office of the DC (Handicrafts), | have trained more than 120 train- 
ees as master craft person in the field of wood inlay craft from 2011-12 ,2012-13 & 2013-14. 


¢ | have trained more than 877 trainees as master craftsman in the field of wood inlay craft from six month under 
the Sfurti Programme Organization of the Khadi and Village Industries Commission and NGO, the Rural Environ- 
mental Enterprises Development Society, Chandigarh. 


¢ | have trained more than 350 trainees as master craftsman in the Design Development Workshop in wood inlay 
craft from 01.07.2009 to 30.06.2012 organised by NGO, the Rural Environmental Enterprises Development Socie- 
ty, at Chandigarh. 


Visitors 

A large no of professors/school/students/interior designers from NIDF Ahmedabad, NIFT Delhi, NIFT Mohali and 
NIFT Jalandhar visited my work place from time to time and they were all very appreciative about the master 
pieces created by us. 


Name: Shri Kamaljit Matharu 

Father Name: Shri Rupan Matharu 

Craft: Handicraft artisan of wood inlay craft 
Experience: 25 years 
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Awards 


* National Award 2016 (Ministry of Textile). 
¢ National award 2009 (Ministry of Micro Small and Medium Enterprises). 


* National merit certificate 2009 (Ministry of Textile). 


National Level Exhibitions / Demonstrations 

¢ 8th Parvasi Bhartiya Divas 2010, at Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi. 

¢ Dilli Haat (Masters Creation) 2010. 

¢ Indian International Trade Fair 2011, at Pragrati Maidan, New Delhi. 

¢ Suraj Kundinter National Craft Fair 2012, 2014, 2016 and 2020 at Faridabad. 
¢ Lokotsav 2018 at Daryasangam, Kala Academy, Panaji-Goa. 


* Saras Mela 2018 at Hoshiarpur, Punjab. 


International Level Exhibitions / Demonstration 
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¢ Participated in 6th National Handicraft Week 2020, at Marrakech, Morocco by Ministry of Textile Department. 


¢ Participated in House and Gift Fair 2013, Saopaulo, Brazil organized by Indian Trade Promotion Organization. 


¢ Participated in International Spring Fair 2013, at NEC, Birmingham, UK Organized by DC (Handicrafts) in collabo- 


ration with Export Promotion Council for Handicrafts. 
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Participation in Workshops 


* Certificate of participation as master craftsman in Design Development Workshop in wood inlay craft at Booth- 
garh, Hoshiarpur in association with The Rural Environmental Enterprises Development Society. 


* Certificate of participation as master trainer in the Design and Technical Workshop in wood inlay craft from 
26.11.2015to 24.12.2015 organised by National Centre for Design and Product Development, New Delhi. 


* Certificate of participation as master craftsman in Design and Technical Development workshop in wood inlay 
craft from 18.08.2017to 31.08.2017 organised by Indian National Trust for Art and Cultural Heritage, New Delhi, 
Atram colony camp, Hoshiarpur. 


* Certificate of participation as master craftsman in the Design Workshop in Wood inlay craft from 24.04.2018 
to 28.04.2018 organised by National Institute of Fashion Technology, Ministry of Textiles, Government of India, 
Chheb, Kangra. 
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Shilp Guru Award, 2016. National Award, 1997. 
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Kala Nidhi Award, 2008. 
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Exhibition Stall at Brazil. 


50 


Exhibition Hall, Brazil. 
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Kamaljit at In House _ Gift Fair 2013 in Sao Paulo, Brazil. Master Craftsman Mr. Rupan Matharu receiving Nation- 
al Award, 2016. 
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Canharws 2. 
Carrying forward the Generations’ Rich Legacy 


Article in Earth News newspaper. Mr. Rupan Mathur receiving National Award from Prime 
Minister Shri. Atal Bihari Vajpayee in 1997. 
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Article in Dainiksavera, regional newspaper. 
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Article in The Tribune, Jalandhar Edition newspaper. Article in Jalandhar Tribune newspaper. 
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Article in The Tribune, Punjab Page. 
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Wood Surface Smoothening Process 
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Contact Details 


This documentation and content was done by Shri. Rupan Matharu and Sanmati Hosure at IDC, IIT Bombay. 
You can get in touch with him at matharukamal86[at]gmail.com 
You can write to the following address regarding suggestions and clarifications: 


Key Contacts: 

Shri Rupan Matharu 

Address: B-25mch, 308 Deep Nagar, 
Phagwara Road, Hoshiarpur, 
Punjab 146001 


Shri Kamaljit Matharu 
Mobile: +9175080 33388 / +919417648898 
Email: matharukamal86[at]gmail.com 


Masters Creation 
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100043006616709&sk=about 


Helpdesk Details: 
Co-ordinator 

Project e-kalpa 
Industrial Design Centre 
IIT Bombay 

Powai 

Mumbai 4000 076 

India 


Phone: 091-22-25767820/ 7801/ 7802 
Fax: 091-22-25767803 
Email: dsource.in[at]gmail.com 


